TLLUSTRAT

o~

CY(

L

ED

ViXing crarTE®

AMCA VIKING CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

vikingamca@yahoo.com

June 2014
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Upcoming Club Ev
Presidentds Mess
Note & Jack Cr an
Donnie Smith Sho
How We Started (
How We Started (
Mid-Amer i ca & Al B

Extended Version (EV) with extra
info, photos & bikes for sale ... 916

http://www.vikingmec.org

7

e

ents

AMCA VIKING CHAPTER MAILING ADDRESS:
5 6P.O, BOX 18394, MINNEAPOLIS MN 554184714

age,
e Mtg

Fditor SFFICERS

w é é éPRESIDENT:

R argo , .
Part obl dso06 ¢

4
5

c 0 nt )rongpargo@mindspying.coel

VICE-PRESIDENT:
Sean OO6Nei l
612-870-0766
moneil2@comecast.net

pur ke ppectors: € 7

Roger Rimnac
612-825-2550

e |t

Head Chefd Jerry Richards!

motorogl@yahoo.com

Ti mot hy
651-675-6560
okeeffetim@hotmail.com

TREASURER:
Roy Williams
612-377-6146

O6Keef f

kathyroyw@gmail.com

CLUB HISTORIAN:
Tom Jones
763-533-9163

WEB/EMAIL.:
Doug Nelson
612-559-9595

doug.nelson@gmail.com

Bob Hopf
612-867-5654
codyz@juno.com

€raig Kotval
651-269-1975
aquilal975@comcast.net

SECRETARY/MEMBERSHIP:
Kathi Rimnac
612-825-2550
motokat2@yahoo.com

DEPUTY JUDGE:
Jerry Richards
651-482-0096
trudijr@visi.com

NEWSLETTER:

Tim Gadban
651-235-5898
tvgadban@gmail.com

18" Annual Richards Sturgis GetTogether & Chili Feed

We 61 |
ot her

be

t hat are in the

ar ea

havi ng -Gagetheraagam ths yearattthe capin. S hisGsealways a good turnout for Viking Clagbter
AMCA members

for the Bl acdonHil |l

until 6:00 p.m. Chili and beverages provided. So motor over to 21432 U.S. Highway 85 South near Lead;588-9683). The
cabin is .09 of a mile southwest of Cheyenne Crossing Restaurant (intersection of U.S. Highway 85 South in Spearfish Canyon).
Look for the slow moving triangle sign at Fire Marker 21432.
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X UPCOMING EVENTS X

Note: Board of Director B. O. D) meetings are open to al/l me mber s . Wh e
host ahead of time.

Wednesday June 4, 7pm Saturday July 26
B. O. D. Meeting Bring Out Your Dead Rally
Doug Nel sonés Ho me, Sir Benedictbs Tavern
9715 Mill Creek Dr, Eden Prairie, MN 55347 805 East Superior St, Duluth, MN
6125599595 2187281192

Saturday June 7, 10am Saturday August 2 (leaves at 8am)
Ride to Hollywood Roadhouse Viking Chapter Ride to Sturgis
(Hiway 7 & Co. Rd. 33) Excelsior Grill
Meet at Bob Hopfds.at 10am (r i d®7\daterSt, Exxetsjor, MN
8784 Knollwood Dr, Eden Prairie, MN 55347 9524704592
612-867-5654

Friday August 15, 59pm

Friday June 13 & Saturday June 14 Victoria Volkfest Ride-In Bike Show
AMCA Viking Chapter Main Street, Victoria, MN
Antique & Classic Motorcycle Show Contact: Ron Spargo 953-2020

Progress Bldg., Minnesota State Fair Grounds
Saturday August 16, 8am6pm
Gear-Head Get Together & Swap Meet
Sunday June 15, 10ar8pm Maple Lake, MN 6127562373

Blind Lizard Rally
. . . www.gearheadgettogether.com
Nicollet Island, Minneapolis d detiod

Sunday August 17, Noon
Chaska BBQ & General Meeting
(Chapter Officers to be nominated)
Lionds Park
1300 Crosstown Blvd, Chaska, MN 55318

Monday June 16
National Ride Your
Motorcycle to Work Day!!

Wednesday June 18, 7pm
Garage GetTogether (review National Meet)

Ivar & Dina Natins Home Wednesday August 27 (leaves at 8am)
7314 Chicago Ave So, Richfield, MN 55423 Ride to Davenport #1
612-866-6069 Little Oscards Restauran

23470 Emery Ave, Hampton, MN
Friday July 11 thru Sunday July 13

Presidentds Ride & Rally Friday August 29 (meet at 6am)
Money Creek Campground Ride to Davenport #2
18502 Co. Rd. 26, Houston, MN 55943 Freedom Gas Station, Prescott, WI
507-896:3544 Contact: Tom Jones 76339163
Wednesday July 16’. /pm Saturday September 6 (meet at 8am)
B. O. D. Meeting . Viking Chapter Ride to Wings & Wheels
Kerry & Sue Rasmussenos Ho me Kerry & Sue Rasmussenos
9282 Stonebridge Trail No, Stillwater, MN 9282 Stonebridge Trail No, Stillwater, MN
651-492-0735 651-492-0735
Saturday July 19, Noon2am
Bearded Lady Motorcycle Freakshow Sunday September 14, 6ar2pm
University & 13th Ave. N.E. Viking Chapter Fall Swap Meet
Minneapolis, MN MN State Fair Grounds (No. Parking Lot)

Contact: Tom Whittles 65636-5492

Thursday July 24, 7pm
Ice Cream Social
Vet erands Home
5101 Minnehaha Ave. So.
Minneapolis MN



P& SPARKYSES PL P&

By Ron Spargo

In my last column | was complaining that | really wanted to go for a ride but the weather was not going to allow thatt&bapp
on Easter Sunday Kath and | headed west with 5 bikes in thieZ/af my old BSAs and 3 race bikes. The weather was much better
in southern California but we still got stuck on the way home almost four weeks later by high wind and snow through Wyoming.
More details on the riding and racing in the next issue when there is room. For now, the good riding weather is baekkiothi$
the woods and 1 ém sure everyone is happy to see it.

This will be the last newsletter before our National Meet at the MN State Fairgrounds. A lot ofipeoplp e ci al | y- Slean
have put a lot of time and effort into this event and it promises to be one of the best yet. Good weather has beentlhedered o
should be lots of good riding throughout the event. The banquet is on Friday night this year and you can still getdaleds by
Craig Kotval at 651269-1755. The club is also having a raffle for a new bike lift/bench. Tickets are $2 each and can beguatchas
the meet. The drawing will be on Saturday afternoon. There is still a need for volunteers so if you have a couple df\vouics an

like to help please let Stan Mewhorter know (BR-3922) . | 6m sure he has a task yolu wi
So, bring your bike to the show and your parts to ftnip@- [swar
tant part of it. Wedll see you there.

P& EDITOR6S NOPK
Well so far this season | dédve gotten soaked, numb athat sweat

bone cracking winter anything is a good alternative. Now we can turn our attention to a summer full of rides and tetiviiges,
jor event (as Sparky says) being our national meet on June 13 &14 at the State Fair grounds.

Several decisions have been made by the Board of Directors:
9 Starting in 2015 our newsletter, f&/cle, will be published in digital format only. Any club members who do not own or have
access to a computer should contact a board member if they want a printed version.

1 The Viking Chapter has opened a post office box to receive mail (see the front cover at top of page for new PO box address)
1 The 2014 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner has been cancelled.
All these decisions will save a chunk of change for the club and /or streamline our operations.

Note:Once again B/WO wbBewmsedrifndi cates a reference to the EIl ec
additional photos or information related to some articles. The hard copy is eight pages, whereas the electronic x¢esionliss

time é |l ots of extra stuff. This includes the Apr)dicsTr eas
from the Rockerés Spring Soci al (Pg 11), the Viking Chapte

Meeting at Jack Cranebdbs Museum, March 19, 20 1|4

This has been one of our best attended gener al me et Asng|s é.
usual there was much hobnobbing and gearhead wisdom spinning in the midst of one of the-pupsiagearrays of classic Brit+
ish motorcycles this side of the Mississippi. Thankyou Jack for your generosity and gracious hosting once againid®reand d

mention that Bob Hopf (subbing for President Ron Spargo) shattered the record for shortest Viking Chapter general meeting bus
ness spiel evér 17 minutes!
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Viking Chapter Display at the Donnie Smith Show, March 29 & 30, 2014.By Ti m O6Keef f e

Dateline: St. Paul, MN. River Center Auditorium.

The 2014 Donnie Smith Show once again asked the Antique Motorcycle Club of America's Viking Chapter to host a club display tc
spread the word on old bikes along with the fun we have keeping them going on the road.

We used the opportunity to talk about our bikes in the display, and to promote the ownership and use of these greatlskes, th
years or older. This year was no different in that we are always looking to show something special, and not just mé&sewfiwhat
the fully customized bike show area. In our display we had two wheeled treats from manufactures in the United St&ieg; Italy,
land and Spain. This eclectic group of unique offerings included, military bikes from the Second World War; awimgl@5cc
trials bike (a gift f ofamily- bvaeeddd darley WD, 2 Achmadchi potvdred darlgy's, a a stroke e
Harley, Indians, Cushman's, and Tritons.. OH MY!

It was fun as people connected with different bikes, often recalling me
ries of good times and friends as ttspoke. Many of the conversations
started with Al wused to have on
and want to get it on the road
early 670's Harley Sprints and
getting their start on one of those.

The mission of the club is to preserve and foster the use of motorcycle
(yesincluding scooters and motorbikes) that are 35 years or older. But
love new bikes and customs and one of the bikes that drew attention %
custom build called a Triton, which is the melding of a Triumph engine"
paired with a world famous Norton Featherbed frame. Owner Mike Ble
burn noted one thing: Al shoul dp
fast for drum brakes".

One of the most interesting and undee-radar bikes was an 841 Indian

U.S. Army during WWII in order to meet the demands of desert warfa
you've never seen one in person, you're not alone. Lonnie Hannah, S¢
Designer at Indian, was on hand and he loved this bike. He'd never sg
in the flesh but had studied pictures as part of his research while desig
the new 2014 Indian Chief line. He really spent time looking at all the ¢
tails and features that were so innovative on this particular bike.
The current owner club member Tim Miller says that about 7 years ag
while doing repair and maintenance work to plane, the plane's owner s
the Indian logo on his hat and mentioned that one of his employees o
one of those old bikes". Tim thought he knew where every Indian wag
within 20 miles of his homeébut it turned out not to be the case and whe
he contacted the owneand he found the owner was willing to part ways
with the Indian. To get the bike up and running after all those years,
spent about three hours cleaning the carburetor, and setting the points
and the bike fired right up after all those years of sitting silently. He ng
ifit has been stroked and she wi
mph. 0 Tim also commented that,
strong that the drive shaft tweaks the bike to the right. He rides it ofte
has had no issues. Parts are still available, but since this really is a proto-
type, some things are different on the production run bikes.

More pics from Donnie Smith show and article or
Tim Millero6s 841 I ndifan

AMCA Viking Chapter Bikes Displayed

Tim Miller-1941 Indian 841 MilitaryRod Petersoi1941 Harley Davidson WCStan Mewhortef1944 BSA WDM20; Kerry Ras-
musserl947 Indian Steve Doedei1952 Cushman Eagl&like Blackburr1966 Triton Bob Steck1970 Triumph Bonneville
Roger Rimnael 973 Harley Davidson SS350pm Whittles1975 Harley Davidson 2 SX 250 Aermacchi End2iroke;Tom
Whittles-197? Harley Davidson Sprint; Mike Peterst®/75 Montesa Cota 2Boug Nelsonl975 Moto Guzzi 850 3T
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195419742 014 Anni versar. .. ATi me FIl ibgmiésen You

2014- | 6m sitting h%tipeo Surgis my14ﬁ)tripgto Dayenpdroand my 40year as a member of the Viking
Chapter. I hope 1611 be around %yearsgsa ¥ikirg! Sor..piokingiup fom( | 6 |
the Marchissueof REy cl e, | et ds break this down chronologically

1975- We had 33 members. Dues were $5. The club ride to Sturgis consisted of BdMelcette, a BMW and a Zundapp.
We had our first dinner ride (Ride to HaEat to Ride) and 30 Vikings made
it to Davenport.

1976- 5 bikes rode to Sturgis, where Harvey Berquist won a belt buckle with hi
BSA. Our first bike show was held at the Minneapolis College of Art & L
sign. 40 Vikings made it to Davenport.

1977- Club rides included: a poker run, a dinner run and rides to Red Wing hill
climb, Sturgis, Chaska and Davenport.

1978- The Viking Chapter participated in the Great National Motorcycle Rally e e = .g
MN State Fairgrounds. We enjoye:_"';-,u.,»-__
fight broke out and we all went home. -

1979- We were paid to display bikes at the Minneapolis Armory. 50 people sh = —

up at the Chaska picnic. Steve McQueen was at Davenport. Roy Egeb ——
died as he lived, riding his motorcycle. SRR I Teett et SRR A REM, | Mortos, 3 B

1980- The club had settled into a pattern: a dinner run; at least one bi
show; corn feed and games at Chaska; Sturgis ride; Davenport r|
and monthly club meetings held at various sites.

1981- We had $118 in savings. It r
happen if we had a national meet? ;

1982- The last year we camped at the Sturgis City park. Total anarchy =
closed it forever.

1983- First Holiday Party. First year at Deadwood KOA. First Viking
Chapter Regional Meet at Farmington. 70 bikes at the August Fi. "’“Y SEEIVeS 1n camp WitA & GEERIE
Thursday. g g

1984- Classic Plate bill becomes law. Tactful Teddy blew up his Indian i
told him it was going to blow up!)
1985- Second Viking Regional Meet at Farmington.

1986- 120 members. $452 in the treasury. 18 bikes rode to Sturgis. F
National Meet at Farmington where the featured bike was The M
neapolis. :

1987- We voted to support the Omaha
nic at Chaska. 23 motorcycles on the Sturgis ride. Put on a bike

show at Brainerd. “Poverty Flats” at the Deadwood KOA.
1988- Second National Meet at Farmlngton Wagner was the featured bike. $1 dc | A

1989- National AMCA 35 year rule goes into effect. Farmington was a Regional m
with 23 vendor s. The fislow bikesol

1990- First Thursday moved t"annderdary. Fandimgton
was a National Meet featuring The Michaelson. We made a profit of $680.

1991- The K-Model Harley Davidson was the featured bike at Farmington.
1992- 50 vendors at Farmington. The year of The Old Bike Ride to Sturgis. TimC
rode a Whizzer to Sturgis AND Davenport!

1993- The year of the Whizzer at Farmington where we made a profit of $1600.

Tim Cook makes it to Sturgis.
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The fAslow groupo averaged 19 mph going to Sturgis (webd
uty Judge position created. $2,222 profit at Farmington.

First appreciation dinner for volunteers. The Davenport riders discovered North Buena Vista.

Farmington theme was AFl atheadso. We had 77 vendor s,
Jerry & Trudi Richards hold their first of many Sturgis open houses. Trudi elected secretary of the National AMCA.
Farmington theme was scooters. 42 bikes were judged.
The Vi king"amerparyer 6s 25

We lost Willie Jensen, club founder and first President. Farmington the
APanheadso. Sl ow riders averageo

100 years of Indian celebrated afth
and only fisho for the Sturgis fi

Dave Rademacher was elected President. We had 155 members and $18
President s Ride was to Nelson.

~

We had a sledding party with snow this year. Celebrated 100 years of H& s N\
- ’k:

Davidson at Farmington, with 50 vendors and about 1000 spectators. Hg V?
A

Berquist ran out of gas going to Sturgis.
After being a member since 1985 Keith Peters was elected Presi-
dent . 225 member s. Tim O6K

ington. 20 motorcycles and one dewreta-half made it to the
Vet erands Home. Century Rid

b a ke

-~

AiBritish I nvasiono at Far mi n
chicken at Chaska and noodles at North Buena Vista.

Stan Mewhorter receives a trophy. First garagetagsther. 52% |
of club members surveyed approved the moving of our National
Meet to the Minnesota State Fairgrounds.

First National Me et &ty ctllree td
was the theme with 160 bikes on display. At the Holiday Party Paul
St. John won the riding trophy.

Celebrated AMy First Biked at t h e
ride.

Bonneville. Vincent record holder Marty Dickerson was our guest speake
the National Meet.

Mi nnesota Motorcycles & Deal ers
his museum. The Holiday Party moves to Roseville where over 100 peop
attendedthegdt o get her . Kerry Rasmussen;g
and we had an old bike show at Fury Motors.

New judging guidelines for the National Meets. Viking members helped ofe e =i ; 2 .
Mid-America Auctions again to help raisfeh neontehye fGorodt hQl cf
went to Crystal Cave. i .

Ron Spargo elected President. The Viking Chapter partnered with th
Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club (VIMC) for a dual meet at the Fa
grounds. The year 6s activitie
the Presidentés ride, a swap m
Mystery Ride and more!

160 bikes at our Viking/VIMC National Meet; 12 at the Donnie Smith &S
show; 15 at the International Motorcycle Show; 21 at the Vets Home 8
Money Creek, 14 on the Mystery Ride and great turnouts for the Stur_ze
& Davenport rides.

60" anniversary of the AMCA. 40anniversary of the Viking Chapter. Enjoy!.

6



>< CLUB NEWS ><2

General Meeting at Mid-America, 23 April, 2014

Our April General Meeting was held at MAimerica Auctions, hosted by Ron Christians !
An Award of Recognition was presented to Ron on behalf of our Viking Chapter by|
O6 Nei I . T h e iThesMiking @haptep of the Antgdes Motorilycle Club
America, Inc. recognizes Ron Christianson of Micherica Auctions for his years of tirele
volunteer service and financial suppor

After accepting the award Ron gave a very interesting talk, featuring his take on futuregs
and viability for types of classic motorcycles and cars and what turns the market might
the next ten years. There were quite a few questions and a lively response from thd
ered.

Our thanks to Jerry Richards and Trudi JohrRarhards for designing the award and ha
it made.

Sean presents to Ron

IN MEMORIAM Allen C. Burke, December 1933Varch 2014

Al grew up at a motorcycle shop during World War Il. He was just eight years old when Eske Ca
of Carlson Brothers BSA & Norton Sales in Richfield, Minnesota said: "If you're going to hang ar
every day, you may as well learn something". He started taking wheels apart-$pekirg them, thei
working on engines. When he was nine they sent him to the store on a Harley 45 with an outrigc
car to pick up some pop. He recalls that he killed the engine three times on glare ice that day. H
gave it more throttle, dumped the clutch and took off in a full bsdiae out of the driveway. "I have
always laughed that | started out in a full slide and never quit.”

In 1949 Al rode to Sturgis on a girder fork, ridged frame, 21 cubic inch Velocette and got the award for
the youngest rider attending from Pappy Hoel. He rode in his first motorcycle race in 1949 at the age of fifteen, ongleBSA §i
You couldnét get into the AMA until you were eighteen [in t
between the stock car races and through the big holes. He learned quickly how to ride around the holes instead ofrthtaugh the

652 he turned eighteen and rode his novice year andr. wals or
About halfway through the year he got a letter telling him he had been raised to Expert. He placed in five nationals and gpt

awarded his national #91, in 1954, and was given a factory ride fromHadey i dson i n 0655, ridinng| for
1963. He won the Minnesota State Championship eight times, (they retired the title when he quit); won the Nationat&horf Tra
Championship at Santa Fe in 056 and 06057; won the Canad|i an

In July 1956 Al set an all time record of 37 wins in one week on the short track. They raced what was called the "heaiclicag/sc
program", where you go until there was only one winner. A rider could race seven times a night, if he kept winningthee wpn
heat and final in lowa on Sunday, seven times at Milwaukee on Tuesday, seven times at Santa Fe on Wednesday, seven|times or
Thursday at Flint, Michigan, seven times on Friday and again seven times at Schereville, Indiana, taking 37 first plee&s infa
Al retired from racing in 1963 after holding his national number for ten years.

My Memories of Al by Mar k AMacko Backlund (AMCA Vi king Chapter Me

| remember the first time | met Al Burke, the greatest motorcycle flat track racer to ever come out of Minnesota. lkaweat36es
and | was about eight or nine years old. It was in a converted Quonset hut next to the garbage burner in St. Louig Parkityher
street signs were made.

My father, after a few career twists and turns, f dhinsdf hi ms
as it was a one man operation. This may sound absurd to many younger folks, but until about 1960 or so, St. Louis Badwhad ve
street signs and many dirt roads. As he did with everything in life, my dad jumped in with gusto. It is really amaziegaedueh-h
plished, mostly by telling the pessimists to stay out of the way. Enter Al Burke. Al was already an accomplished matoecycle r
when he applied for a position on the St. Louis Park police force. My dad would take me with him to work sometimes dnd old #9
would stop by to visit. Two champion storytellers and | got to listen to them!

Al understood peoplewe could use more of that in this crazy world that is run by numbers. | had the pleasure of rundihgtinto

events over the years and every time he asked me about my dad. What a ¢ |§§%B%{- comprehensive article about Al on

My father passed away in 2003 and Al recently left this world. Godspeed #¥age 13 of the EV.




JUNE 2014

REGICLE

Viking Chapter AMCA Inc.

P.O. Box 18304,
Minneapolis, MN 55418

nt1

The final formula for the
-exact amount of motorcycles
you need to have.

where 7 is the number of
motorcycles you currently have.

Chris Glodowski
Sales

Roger L. Glodowski
Proprietor

%lﬁef Crankcase Company

Replacement CRANKCASE For INDIAN CHIEF MOTORS

James Solberg
Motorhead

Roger: (262) 331-4300
Chris: (262) 894-8711

OHIO » WISCONSIN « NEW MEXICO = USA

James: (513) 420-8817
Email: chiefcrankcase@yahoo.com

55

CYLINDER BORING & SLEEVING * PORTING

www.billbune.com

CRANKSHAFT REBUILDING * VALVE JOBS

2016 7th Ave.
Anoka, MN 55303

BII'I'BUNE,
ENTERPRISES

763-427-6738
763-576-9924

6122530500 * mn104@postnet.com :

Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club
Join us the 24 Monday of every month
at Diamonds Coffee Shoppe
WWW.Vimc-mn.com

www facebook.com/groups/vimc.com

Protect Your Identity!

DOCUMENT SHREDDING

79¢ Per Pound
Safe & Secure

: 79¢ Shiedding Per Pound
1 One coupon per household
1 Valid until 8/31/2014

Calhoun Village
3208 W Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55416

_____________

Version

Too much to list- See Page 16 of the Electronic

FOR SALE:




MORE PICS FROM JACK CRANE MUSEUM







